BEHAVIOUR MANAGEMENT POLICY
We believe that children flourish best in an ordered environment, in which everyone knows what is expected of them and children are free to develop in their play and learning. 
 We aim to develop all our children’s self esteem and self discipline in an atmosphere of mutual respect and encouragement. We praise and endorse desirable behaviour, such as kindness and willingness to share.
In order to achieve this 

· we will aim to ensure consistent application of ‘rules’ of behaviour.

· All adults will try to provide a positive role model for the children with regard to friendliness, care and courtesy.

· We familiarise all new staff with the policy and code of behaviour.

· We work in partnership with parents/ carers who are regularly informed about behaviour, working with them to address any recurring unacceptable behaviour.

We aim to use positive strategies to promote positive behaviour by
· supporting each child in developing self esteem and confidence.

·  Support each child in developing a sense of belonging within the group.

·  Support considerate behaviour such as kindness and willingness to share.

·  Support considerate behaviour towards another who is hurt or upset.

· Help the older children to set guidelines for acceptable behaviour

· Encourage co-operative games and working together

· Ensure there is sufficient equipment/ stimuli to keep children meaningfully occupied.

When children present unacceptable behaviour

· physical punishment is NEVER used. Physical restraint is only used in extreme circumstances, such as holding, to prevent injury to children and adults and/or serious damage to property. 
· We handle unacceptable behaviour in ways appropriate to the age and stage of development of the child. Ie. Distraction, discussion, withdrawal from the situation.

· children are not sent out of the room on their own.

· Children who misbehave will be given 1:1 support in recognising their bad behaviour and working towards remedying it.
·  Where appropriate a period of ‘Time Out’ with an adult will be used.

·  In the case of serious incidents, parents will be notified of the incident and the action taken.

· Bullying is not accepted at playgroup, any incidents will be dealt with immediately.(details of all bullying incidents will be recorded and kept on file )
When children under the age of 3 misbehave, we recognise that the strategies for supporting them will differ from older children.
We recognise that very young children are unable to regulate their emotions, and require sensitive handling to help them do this. Common inconsiderate behaviours include tantrums, biting, snatching and hitting.
Staff will remain calm and patient offering support both to the victim and those exhibiting such behaviour.

